M O R P H O L O G Y

MORPHOLOGY
= study of word structure + shape
WORD

= smallest grammatically independent unit of a language



   Word classes:
Noun, Adj., Adverb, Verb,







Determiner, Sub-/Coordinator




   Word function:
Subject, Predicate, Complement

LEXEME

= dictionary entry

WORD FORM
= grammatical form of 1 lexeme

   EXAMPLES:

   The word cats is the plural of the word cats.
   =   7 different words

     


        -> cat/cats   = 2 word forms of 1 lexeme
   The band’s new singer sings really well.

   = 7 different words

   

   
      -> sings/singer = 2 different lexemes

MORPHEME
= smallest meaningful unit of a word




   a) monomorphemic
= simple word -> consists of 1 M




   b) polymorphemic
= complex word -> several M 
   EXAMPLES:

   black/eye/d/pea/s  = 5 morphemes = polymorphemic
   form

   = pea

   meaning

   = seed used as vegetable

Types of Morphemes:

1. AUTONOMY
    a) free M

-> can stay alone = lexeme (e.g. mother)

    b) bound M
-> cannot stay alone = 



     a) Affixes
  -> pre-/suffixes 
      (e.g. un-, -ly, -less …= derivational

    -> create new words


    -ed, -ing, -ier …= inflectional

    -> have grammatical function)




     b) Infixes    
  -> expletive infixation = TAGALOG





                (e.g. Let me a-fuckin-lone!)




     c) Circumfixes  -> discontinuous morpheme







      (e.g. G:        ge – zeig – t







    Old E:  ge – don
2. MEANING/FUNCTION

    a) lexical M
= content words (e.g. N, V, Adj. … + un-, re-, …)


-> open class




-> new items can be added




-> new lexemes can be created

    b) grammat. M
= function words




    (e.g. When the boy had rubbed the lamp a ghost was 





   suddenly standing behind him.)


-> closed class




-> spontaneous neologism = impossible
EXAMPLES:

elect-ion
= free, lexical, base  - bound, lexical, derivational suffix

modern-ism
= free, lexical, base  - bound, lexical, derivational suffix

re-creat-ed
= bound, lexical,  derivational prefix  - free, lexical, base
                       - bound, grammatical, inflectional suffix

these

= free, grammatical
3. SPECIAL  CASES

    a) unique M
= “cranberry” M




   -> bound M without meaning + grammatical function




   (e.g. cran/berry, huckle/berry -> no independent meaning





 straw/berry, blue/berry   -> has independent meaning)
    b) Clitic

= word like units




   -> phonological dependent on another word  b u t




       grammat. independent




   -> doesn’t change host word




        (e.g. ‘m -> I’m,  ‘re -> you’re, ‘s -> she’s …)

MORPH

= a minimal +/or relevant element of a word




   (e.g. Plural – s)

ALLOMORPHS
= a set of morphs representing the same purpose




   (e.g. all Plural-forms –s, -es, irreg. plural, zero-plural 

                                          cat-s, bus-es, men, sheep)

Types of  Allomorphs:

a) phonological conditioned
= shape of A depends on neighbouring sound






   (e.g. bus – es = Zischlaut)

b) morphological conditioned
= shape of A depends on Morpheme which 






   precedes or follows






   (e.g.                              

c) lexical conditioned

= shape of A depends on word as a whole






   (e.g. men, teeth…)

INFLECTION
= grammatical forms (e.g. sing-ing, brush-ed, went …)




   -> does not change word class

DERIVATION
= word changes (e.g. grass-green, play-er, friend-ly…)




   -> creation of new lexemes




   -> may change word class

DECLINATION
= “Biegung” of Nouns

CONJUGATION
= “Abwandlung” of Verbs

INFLECTIONAL

PARADIGMS 
= word changes of Declination + Conjugation




   -> much in GR, Latin, Russian




   -> few in E (only 3.Pers.-s, Plural-forms)

WORDFORMATION  PROCESS  (= creating new words)

Why do we create new words?

1. need -> new things are introduced (e.g. USB stick)

2. want

How do we create new words?

1. invent a word

2. borrow words from other languages (e.g. handy)

3. give established words new meaning (e.g. feather = feather in machine)

4. take parts of words + create new

1.
COMPOUNDS


- is an often used process (e.g. flashlight)


Features:


a) spelling:
- alternative spelling versions (e.g. wastepin, waste-pin)


b) stress:
- E noun compounds = stressed on left hand member




  -> exceptions




- stress makes difference in meaning




  e.g. English students = students from E




         English students = students who study E




         black board
      = board that is black (2 words)




         blackboard          = Tafel (compound)




Kinds of compounds:




N + N, N + PR, N + V (= most productive), PR + V …



-> right-hand member gives the class


c) complexity + constituency:




- rightest element determines meaning + word class +




  carries inflection (e.g. Plural “s”)




  e.g. plant house = kind of house
-> plant houses 




        house plant  = kind of plant




- left element specifies the right (-> tree diagram)




  e.g. wildlife   sanctuary




    wild    life              sanctuary

2.
AFFIXES  (= Prefixes + Suffixes)


Example: 
PF   +  base  + SF  = DERIVATION

a) Prefixes
  - rarely change word class of Derivative




    exception: danger – endanger, witch – bewitch …


b) Suffixes
  - often change word class




    e.g. cold – coldness, fly – flyer …




  - create Derivations of certain word classes




    e.g.

- ee
= Noun
refugee






- al
= Adj.
cultural






- en
= Verb
widen






- wise = Adverb
otherwise




- the same suffix can point out different meanings




  e.g. – er
= person (e.g. commander…)






= instrument (e.g. toaster …)
3.
SHORTENINGS


- more often linguistic material is deleted than added


- no change of word class


a) Clippings:
- only part of word is used





  e.g. doctor – doc, refrigerator – fridge


b) Blends:

- combines parts of 2 words





  e.g. smog – smoke + fog





         brunch – breakfast + lunch


c) Abbreviations:
- words formed from the initial letters of several words





  a) Acronyms = pronounced like words





      e.g. UNESCO, OPEC …





  b) Initialism   = pronounced letter by letter





      e.g. TV, CD, USA …





  -> some Abbreviations have already got word status





       e.g. dinky = double income no kids


d) Backformation:- strip away a suffix to use it as a new word class





   e.g. babysitter -> babysit – N -> V

