S E M A N T I C S 

SEMANTICS
= the study of the meaning of words, phrases + sentences
1.   MEANING
= the relation between a linguistic expression + the “thing”




   for which it can be used

      word meaning is: a)  conventional



         -> there must be agreement between speakers of





   a language about meaning of a word




     b)  arbitrary




 -> there is no connection between a linguistic form +





      meaning of a word



                c)  conceptual





 -> words are defined by certain core elements



     d)  denotational





-> culture specific




     e)
associative/connotational




-> meaning people connect with the use of a word 




    EXAMPLE:







conceptual      vs.       associative




woman
- female

     - dress, long hair,







- human

     - gentle, emotional,







- adult

     - irrational






 = DENOTATION
                = CONNOTATION

DENOTATION
= relationship between a word + concept in brain
SENSE

= relationship between words inside a language




   (e.g. difference shoppen + einkaufen)

2.   WORDS and the WORLD
      - meaning is linked to “things” via concepts
         -> word -> thing = n o t always possible! (e.g. word: colour = blue, green..)
         -> word -> concept -> thing = possible!
      SEMIOTIC  TRIANGLE





concept (thought – plant with wooden trunk …)



                  Denotation
          word (symbol - tri:)


thing (Referent)

          sense
3.   DIMENSION  of word meaning
      - we can explain the meaning of a word through

         a) pointing at something  (reference) = limited!

         b) explaining sense of word


   (e.g. chair = seat, four legs, back ….) 


4.  SEMANTIC  FEATURE   THEORY

     EXAMPLE:




man:
+ human
girl:  + human








+ male
         -  male








+ adult                  - adult





words



Semantic components

     Advantages:
- offer convenient explanation for meaning overlap




  (e.g. mother, girl … = female)





- useful for representing similarities

     EXAMPLE:

woman:
+ human

cow:
+ bovine







+ female


+ female







+ adult


+ adult

     Problem:

- semantic feature doesn’t capture all points

     EXAMPLE:

bachelor:
+ human







+ adult







+ male







-  married





Is Tarzan a bachelor?

     Disadvantage:
- some features are not suitable



- which feature should be listened to




- difficult to find core attributes

     EXAMPLE:

tiger

+ four legs







+ carnivorous







+ sharp teeth





Is it a tiger if it has 3 legs, toothless + albino?

5.  PROTOTYPE  THEORY

     - “best example” is chosen to explain the meaning of a word

     EXAMPLE:
prototype = sparrow (Spatz)  - owl








         duck








       parrot

                                                                          ostrich

     EXAMPLE:
clothing (jacket, jeans, shirt, skirt, gloves – shoes)

                              accessoires (tie, hat … - shoes)

                             C 1



C 2

6.  MULTIPLE  MEANINGS
     * = sign for impossible
     ? = sign for correct but odd
     a) POLISEMY words:
- have 2 or more related meanings






  EX.:
head
- of a person








- of a nail

relation = “most








- of an institution                   above”

     b) HOMONYMY  words:
- have 2 or more unrelated meanings





  EX.: bat
- small animal

- piece of wood for hitting a ball






  EX.: ear
- visible organ
-> floppy ears








- sense of hearing
-> ear for jazz








= polisemy  b u t








- visible organ









- spike that bears corn








= homonymy 

     c) HOMOPHONES:

- 2 or more diff. words with same pronunciation






- is special case of Homonymy






  e.g. flower – flour






         night – knight

     d) SYNONYMY:

- different words with same meaning






  EX.: tried – attempted to escape







b u t







I tried Sushi. I attempted Sushi. = *






  EX.: beautiful – lovely lady







b u t







Big is beautiful. Big is lovely. = ?






- conclusion: there are no true synonyms but






  “near-synonyms”






- diff. contextual limitations indicate diff.

                                                     semantic properties






- WITTGENSTEIN: “Meaning of a word is






  in its use”.

