S Y N T A C T I C    +    G R A M M A R

GRAMMAR  BOOKS


- define certain rules for language use

- all GR books represent the author’s point of view = for certain relationships

- described GR does not always reflect personal use

  a) prescriptive
-> based on exact rules

  b) descriptive
-> language like it is

  c) pedagogical
-> for teaching

  d) traditional
-> based on Latin + Greek

  e) theoretical
-> theor. aspects of language are considered

EXAMPLE:


rules


vs.

usage



  We danced like professionals

We danced yesterday like


  yesterday.




professionals.


  (e,g. Adverbs of manner, time + place can move)

GRAMMAR
= linguistic: complete abstract system of phonological,






 morphological, syntactic + semantic rules






 speaker of a certain language possess 






 (beherrschen)





 Simple: = Syntax + inflectional Morphology

SYNTAX

= arrangement of words in bigger units -> strings of words







   a) utterance
= actual realisation of language







   (e.g. oh no – mrs brown wants to leave






 what is next)




   b) sentence
= string of words that express one thought





   -> based on gramm. + syntactical rules





   -> starts with capital letter, end = sign





   (e.g. When Mrs Brown wanted to leave






  the company was sad.)



   c) clause

= string of words formed according to







   grammar rules







   a) independent clause
= complete unit







   b) dependent clause
= cannot stand

   alone




   d) phrase

= word or group of words that form







   immediate constituents of a clause

GENERAL   GRAMMAR   PRINCIPLES

1. MEANING  RELATIONS
   a) Predicate
= defines the relationship between the entities




   -> activities, events

   b) Arguments
= participants around the predicate



             Clause = linguistic representation of an argument usually





       built around a verb

EXAMPLES:
Peter meets Tom.

= finite clause




A      P         A




Made in England.

= infinite clause 




P        A



Off with you!

= verbless clause




P    A

2. SEQUENCING / ORDERING

    - how the words are ordered in a sentence determines the meaning

EXAMPLE:

The linguist shot the bird.   = right




The bird shot the linguist
    = gramm. Right, meaning wrong




The shot bird linguist the    = *

3. HIERARCHY  of  LEVELS

    - clause elements are hierarchical ordered

      -> top:

clause

      -> middle:
phrases

      -> bottom:
words

EXAMPLE:

The   students   follow   the   lecture.
= clause




-------NP------      VP     ------NP-----
= phrases




Det.   N             V          Det.  N

= words

4. DEPENDENCY   RELATIONS

    a) Predicate as nucleus = head

        The students       follow     the lectures.

            Argument          P             Arg.

    b) Subject  = not directly controlled by Predicate

         The students +------+ follow  -> the lecture.

    c) Constituent analysis
         Tests:
-> substitution
(replace N by Pers.PR)



-> movement   
(move whole Phrases)


-> questioning
(question certain parts of clause)



-> coordination
(add Phrases)



-> passive

(Obj. moves)

    d) Syntactic class   +    function
         class:

N, Adj., V, Phrase …
         function:
Subject, Object, Predicate, Complement …

· to describe phrases we need word classes

· to describe constituents we need functions

        -    class + function stand in multiple relations

             -> 1 class can have many functions

          
       e.g. NP
-> Subject:  Bikes are everywhere allowed

                           
-> Object:
Children love bikes.



-> Modif.:   The bike’s back wheel is broken.


   -> 1 function can be many classes


        e.g. S
-> NP:
Bikes are everywhere allowed.




-> Clause:
To wait for him would be easy.




-> PP:
From here to Paris is a long way.
CONCLUSION:
1. Syntax + Grammar = complex but flexible + creative




2. most Grammatik rules have exceptions




    (e.g. position of temporal object)

FEATURES  OF  ENGLISH  GRAMMAR

1. Phrases:


a) types:
NP, VP, PP, Adj.P, Adv.P





b) structure: head             -> gives semantic info







(e.g. my brother = male, animate, he) 

dependents   -> modify the head





- phrases can contain other phrases = nested PH

2. Syntactic ambiguity:
- more than 1 constituency = possible





  (e.g. The French wine merchant is here.






The French wine merchant is here.)

3. Clause patterns:
  a) Simple sentence
= 1 clause





  b) Compound sent.
= coordinated clause





  c) Complex sent.
 
= main + subordinated clause





  d) Subordinated sent.
= finite or non finite clause   

- smallest unit is S + P




   P can consist of:




   a) Predicator only
      
(She sleeps.) 





   b) P + S-Compl.   

(ET is a great guy.)





   c) P + Adjunct      

(She lives there.)




             d) P + 1 direct O  

(Dad feeds the cat.)





   e) P + 1 direct O + 1 indir. O
(I gave him a sweet.)





   f) P + O + O-Compl.

(He makes me sick.) 




   g) P + O + Adjunct

(ET took me to Mars.)





- which pattern a clause has depends on Predicator





  = VALENCY

