AUGUSTAN   period

(1700-1780)
- name after classical Greek + Rome model
- high time in E -> associates itself with Greece + Rome
HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND

1688

Glorious Revolution



- Stuarts dethroned -> were Cath. – E is hysterical P

- William II of Orange comes into power

  
  -> E becomes democratic monarchy = king can’t rule without
 
       Parliament
1702-14
War of Spanish Succession

1714-17
Hannovarian dynasty

- George I = P, can’t speak E

- no patronance of written art, theatres etc.
1717

Act of Union = E + SC become 1 country

1719

ROBINSON  CRUSOE  (Daniel Defoe) is published

1726

1st library opened -> large reader forum

1729

DUNCIAD  (Alexander Pope)  is published

1737

Licensing Act = Walpole’s censorship in theatres



-> theatre is killed (lasts until 1967!)

1742

JOSEPH  ANDREWS  (Henry Fielding) is published

1745/46
Jacobite Rebellion



-> Bonnie Prince Charlie tries to invade E from F -> defeated



-> supporters are SC highlanders



-> persecution of them follows (hunted by P, kilt forbidden 
1761

TRISTRAM  SHANDY  (Sterne)  is published

1769

Watt invents steam engine

1769/70
Cook makes 1st voyage to Pacific

1773

Boston Tea Party



-> American colonists protest against monopoly of East India



    Company

1775

American War of Independence

1776

Declaration of Independence
SITUATION   IN  ENGLAND

- extremely strict classical hierarchy

  -> where you are born is your place -> no revolutionary changes

  -> rise + fall = possible (money!)

- no competition for space

  -> people live in small communities

- no industrialization

- bad roads + transport

  -> improves slowly (e.g. canals are built …)

  -> travel opportunities increase (e.g. going to bath = fashionable …)

SITUATION  IN  IRELAND

- not yet part of E but under harsh E rule

- I supports king

  -> Cromwell wins war + introduces Commonwealth

  -> gives Irish land to P -> conflicts until today
- I is treated like colony

SITUATION  IN  ENGLISH  COLONIES

(America, Canada, India, Australia)

- much profit for GB

  -> reach traders make much money (transatlantic trade, slave trade …)

  -> cheap goods go to west coast of Africa -> traded for slaves

  -> slaves brought to America and Caribic -> plantages

- poor E emigrate to colonies

POLITICAL  SYSTEM  IN  ENGLAND

2 parties:
1. WHIGS
 = town party -> liberal



2. TORRIES = rural party -> conservative

- strict hierarchical system 
  1. high aristocrats
(peers = dukes, earls)

      -> title could not be bought

  2. lower aristocrats
(gentry = ladies + gentlemen of good birth)

  3. middle class
      -> is diversified



      a) very rich traders

      b) poor professions

  4. lower class

(labourer, servants …)

      -> majority

  5. criminals

(robbers, thieves, prostitutes)
      -> booming although strict law

      -> 1st police founded

- E is mainly rural

- capitalism is established

  -> elegance at court but other face in streets

- enclosures of land become common -> creates poor people

- life is brutal

  -> epidemics, high child mortality …

  -> slowly progress in medicine

  -> no sanitary facilities, dirty streets, polluted water

- public executions = entertaining

- blood sports = famous

- high alcohol consumption

  -> gin becomes cheaper than beer

RELIGION

- anti-Catholic but tolerant

- Church of E = official church

  -> very rich bishops

  -> comfort replaces fanatics

- all out of Church of E = DISSENTERS
  -> hard working, moralistic

  -> many emigrate to colonies
  -> believe God loves you when hi gives you financial success

L I T E R A T U R E 


- magazines + newspaper establish       (rise of middle class!)

- libraries establish  (begin: 7% literature, 93%  relig. tracts, conduct books …)
- 1st time writers can live of art (e.g. translations, articles…) 
  -> listen to market
CHARACTERISTIC 
2 faces:
1. SATIRICAL art


    - SATIRE =  instrument to attack those “out of rule”


    - shows blemishes of people



    - ordinary life is important



2. GENERALIZING  art


    - literature expresses old truth elegantly + witty



    - no need to describe individuality + originality



    - emphases is on reason  n o t  emotion



       -> writers must be in control of both



    - classical models (Greek/Rome) are followed


    - no split + rivalry between: science (investigates nature) +



         




 art (presents nature)

Main philosophy:
It is the task of art to “follow nature”
· nature is not “wild nature” like we understand it
· nature = laws of God

· follow nature = writers must write in harmony with the

 


 laws of God

Problem: 

- if writers concentrates on usual  they



  -> generalize + idealize



  -> describe types

Painters:

- leave out body mistakes (e.g. wrinkles …)

- paint usual -> nature is domesticated
WOMEN

- no rights (e.g. vote, public positions …)

- place = home -> aim = marry -> duty = produce children (son)

- female justity = absolute “must” (no bastards!)

- have “decorative” function
- no formal education (can read, draw, saw …)

- no job opportunities for middle + upper class women

  -> depend on charity of relatives

Science:
- 1st scientific work “explores” physical difference men/women



  Result: -> phys. difference is base of role model




    -> women are pure + helpless
Literature:
CONDUCT  BOOKS


-> show women how to behave



-> thousands are printed

Fashion:
- large wide skirts



- high wigs

