P O E T R Y

Characteristic:
- no difficult metaphors




- no complicated style




  b u t  style different than everyday style




  -> poetic diction (e.g. bird = winged flyer …)

Alexander POPE
- most important poet of 18th cent.




- physically disadvantaged -> but great talent, educated



- combines poetry + authority (= supporter of order)




- 1st poems = imitation of classical art




  -> translates HOMER



“Essay in Criticism”



Genre:
- heroic couplet




Verse form:
- 2 lines iambic pentameter, rhymed




Lang/Style:
- not metaphoric + poetic





- uses simple comparisons






  -> commonsensical






- clear writing  b u t  for educated people






  (e.g. refers to classical models)




Audience:
- educated people




Criticises:
- bad education




Describes:
- poets




Models:
- you must study HOMER = model example






  -> if you copy ancient models -> you copy






       nature




Nature:
- you must follow nature (= set of rules) 






  -> are given by God








  -> then you write good poetry




“ Rape of the Lock”




Genre:
- mock epic poem




Vers form:
- 2 lines, iambic pentameter, rhymed




Lang/Style:
- uses elevated language + style of epic poems






  for trivial subjects

  (e.g. grand battles: Odyssee …)

  -> doesn’t fit = satirical result




Content:
- attitude of 18th century towards position of men






  -> described in elegant way






- starts in classical way






- why should Lord attack young Lady






- why should Lady say no






- Nymphs appear = classic epic






- trivial things become a great tragedy






- how aristocrats take themselves serious






women: - typical 18th cent. description







    - scream for a lock, when husband +







      dog dies (= equal!), China breaks







      -> combination of examples = witty




“ Dunciad”

· dunces = Esel

· portraits all people he doesn’t like
-> they follow “God of Stupidity”

James THOMSON
“The Seasons”

- describes seasons combined with philosophical

  thoughts = typical for 18th century

- nature = useful for human culture + recreation

Thomas GRAY

- introduces GOTHIC atmosphere (= dark, frightening,



  graveyards, old castles, spooky atmosphere…)





  -> near Romantic





- popular end 18th cent. 

“Elegy written in a Country Churchyard”





Genre:
- Graveyard poem







  -> speaker is on graveyard







  -> thinks about poor dead + buried






  
  -> no question about social hierarchy







  -> accepts things like they are







  -> Gothic atmosphere

D R A M A

Characteristic:
- went into long decline -> no good




  Reason:  1.
middle class rose





-> taste = unsophisticated






-> sentimental comedy is wanted

2. Licensing act

- killed polit. theatre (permission needed)
- neo-classical tragedy = full of rules






- drama had to hit 3 unities: 




  

  -> time (only 24 hours)




  

  -> place (1 place)




  

  -> action (1 action – no subplot)






- writer gave up wrote novels

P R O S E

- becomes important -> larger reader public (e.g. family circle …)
- attitude towards women change

  -> write sexual material becomes difficult

1.
ESSAYS
Joseph ADDISON
“Women and Wives”     (article in “The Tatler”)
Richard STEELE




Style:
- clear style -> educated couplet understands






- classical examples






- quotations from classic





Women picture:






- all women = trivial






- have only interest in clothes, jewellery …






- only poorly educated





Recommend:






- domestic life in country = good for women






- woman achieves happiness by carrying for 






  house + family





Aim of essay:
- educate 





Aimed audience:
- men
2.
NOVELS


- becomes new genre in 18th cent. ->  mainly read by middle class

  -> more freedom than drama because no rules developed


      (Licensing Act = censorship in theatres)


- focuses on real experiences


- focuses on individual characters  b u t  somebody is typical for class …


- later: turns out most successful genre in literature

3 kinds: a) Picaresque novel  -> focuses on vagabonds who travel around






       -> many adventures in episodes





       -> show satirical picture of society



    b) Epistolary novel  -> consists of many letters






       -> seems authentic, great immediacy





       -> no distance between narrating “I” +







  experiencing “I”



    c) Apprentice novel -> portrait of development of young person





       -> mostly 3rd person narrator

Daniel DEFOE
- “father” of E novel




- received education in trade




- real name = Foe (-> enemy)




_________________________________________________



“The shortest way with dissenters”




Genre:
- political writing




Content:
- defends dissenters (“Why not kill all them?”)






  -> readers misunderstand irony




_________________________________________________



“ Moll  Flanders”   +   “Roxana”




Genre:
- PICARESQUE novel




Structure:
- episodes





Content:
- both focus on women 
- both women are prostitutes
  e.g. Moll Flanders sells body to survive

         -> Defoe understands body = only thing
             used to survive



“Robinson Crusoe”




Background:
- RC = dissenter






  -> is trained to restrict his conscience







  -> examines his heart 







       “why has everything come like this”







- RC = trained in trading







  -> makes list of +/- of island







- economic interests = combined with rel.




Technique:

- Defoe pretends to be the real editor







- pretends story is of real sailor RC






  -> people believed it







- writes as realistic as possible







  -> detailed description of island + what







       RC does there …




Style:


- combination of 






  a) travel log
      -> extremely fashionable







      -> still things to discover







  b) adventure story






       (e.g. RC = enslaved, escapes …)







  c) spiritual autobiography






      -> RC writes religious thoughts







      -> development of faith







  new invention: combine all this -> novel!



Narrator:

- 1st person narrator -> retrospective 







  -> long distance experiencing I (young)






      + narrating I (old RC)




Religious aspect:
- passing on island = punishment of God







  -> ran away against fathers wish







  -> was dissatisfied with station in life







       (e.g. is middle class -> wants be rich)







- God had long patience







  -> shipwrecked on 1st journey, moors …







- bad dreams on island




Economic aspect:
- God finally forgives -> RC becomes rich




Moral criticism:
- SP behaviour in new world is critizised






  -> RC wants to shoot when sees first







      cannibals but doesn’t







      (“who am I to judge, SP were worse to







        Incas …”)




Content:

- RC = described as typical E colonizer







- reconstructs E civilisation







  -> everything is reinvented (e.g. house ..)

  -> detailed description

- RC does not interpret native life

- works logically + methodically

- believes in reason = typical for 18th c
Characteristic:       - typical colonizer behaviour

  -> beach house, country house

  -> king of island

  -> plantation

  -> RC wants companion but treats

      Friday like a servant
      (e.g. kneels down + puts foot on neck
              when rescued)
- Friday = eager to learn E -> never perfect

  means: savages = mental inferior

- Friday accepts “colon” 

  means: imperialism = justified

Samuel

RICHARDSON

- wrote middle 18th cent.





- comes from lower middle class





- first wrote model letters for people (e.g. office letter..)





- gets idea to write novels in letters = Epistolary novel





“Pamela”




Content:
- Pamela = servant at aristocrats







- aristocrat tries to get her (e.g. presents ..)

 





- tries to rape her -> interrupted






- frustrated -> marries her to get her







Advice: if you refuse -> finally married





“Clarissa”





Genre:
- EPISTOLARY novel





  

  -> consist of many letters





  

  -> great immediance
  -> no distance between narrating  “I” +

       experiencing “I”

  -> seems very authentic





Content:
- Clarissa = virginal middle class woman







- runs away from home -> not marry man







- thinks young aristocrat will help her







- rapes her







- doesn’t marry a “raper” -> dies





Characteristic:

Clarissa:
- self-sacrificing woman

  -> puts herself back





Aristocrat:
- not total evil

- thinks can have everything + manipulate

  women

- extremely passionate ->uses swear words





Letters:
- reflect diff. roles man/woman in 18th cent

Henry

FIELDING


- comes from upper class





- first writes for stages -> Licensing act -> novels





- great rivalry between him and Richardson





- work = comic epic in prose





“Joseph Andrews”





Content:
- similar to “Pamela” but parody







  -> female aristocrat wants young servant







- reversal of gender roles = fun







- Joseph runs away to save his chastity







- has several adventures







- finally finds love





Writers purpose:







- attack on aristocracy





“Tom Jones”





Genre:
- PICARESQUE novel





Narrator:
- introduces omniscient narrator







  -> is not part of story







  -> knows everything







  -> influences later works





Writers purpose:







- comment on people’s morality







- comment on novel writing in general

Laurence  STERN
- writes 2nd half of 18th century





- uses elements of Romantic writing = atypical for 18th 





  -> softness of heart is important





“Tristram Shandy”





Technique:
- pretends to portrait life of Shandy







- talks about everything except Shandy







- makes already fun of novels







  (e.g. I tell you straightly -> vvvvvvv) 



________________________________________________________________
Jonason  SWIFT

- writes early 18th century





- work is not really novel but pamphlets + satires





- writes for political parties





- comes from IRE -> hates it





- writes pamphlet to develop new attitude to IRE





  against  E





“ A modest Proposal”





Genre:
- satirical short essay







  -> attacks E





Content:
- why don’t kill + cook all IRE children,







  they will die anyway under E treatment





“Gulliver’s Travels”





Genre:
- bitter satire on E materialism







  -> no children’s book!





Technique:
- takes form of travel report = imaginary







  (e.g. dwarfs = cruel/ fight, giants …)







- sounds like fairy but represents world







  interpretation = completely different!





Narrator:
- 1st person (Gulliver) is not trustable







- wants to fool reader







- is satire on people who are as fool as Gu

Dr. Samuel
JOHNSON


- writes middle 18th c





- is best known criticizer





- writes 1st proper dictionary





- writes edition of SHAKESPEARE





  -> evaluates him in foreword

      (e.g. SH = “poet of nature” who holds up faithful

              mirror to all people)

