POETRY

 = spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings

Characteristic:
-most important genre in Romantic
- more influenced by passion

- poets describe elementary feelings

- describe simpler people = closer to nature

2 collections of poems:
a) songs of innocence (child view = sees good)





b) songs of experience (adult view = sees evil)

Kinds: 
- mostly nature poetry
- influence on poet’s soul

- ethic theory

Idea:
 
- receive impressions from nature

    
- overthink it


- write down in tranquillity

Structure:
- simpler line screens

- simpler language -> poetic diction
  (e.g. chicken = feathered thing)

EXAMPLES

BLAKE  William

“The Tiger”




- has visions





- question: Why God creates tigers if creates lambs too






        -> is not beautiful world

WORDSWORTH 
- theorized on Roman movement
William


- lived in Lake District  -> Lake Poems 

“Prelude”

Content:   - tells about his childhood
  
         -> lived in harmony with nature

       - grew up 

  
          -> lost feeling for nature

       - back to nature through poetic imagination

____________________________________________
“Daffodils”

(Narzissen)





- typical unspoiled nature poem





Content:   - goes to place where 1000s daffodils grow






         -> fascinated by this site






      - recollects his experience in tranquillity






         -> memory helps him pass bad mood







   = healing effect





Language: 
- simple





____________________________________________




“Tintern Abbey”





Content:  - describes contrast town + country






        = bad vs. better for men






     - outlines various faces towards nature






       -> child = one with nature, spontaneous






       -> adult = nat. is inspiration, appeals to heart






     - contrast he (old man) + younger sister






       -> sister has spontaneous relationship






       -> he must work on rel.






     - when he dies sister will remember how both






       enjoyed nature





Language:
- complicated, almost philosophical

COLERIDGE

- friend of Wordsworth -> work together

Samuel




“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”





- poem is based on folk ballade (rhyme + rhythm)





Content:  - old sailor stops wedding guest + tells





        him his story






     - was on expedition ->albatross followed ship






     - sailor shot albatross for fun






       = no respect of nature






     - wind stops -> boat caught in wild region ->






        -> water runs out






     - others hang albatross on sailor’s neck as






        Punishment






     - all die except sailor






     - prepares him to die too -> looks into waters






     - sees water snakes -> adores even them 






     - albatross falls from his neck = released





____________________________________________




“Kubla  Khan”





- orientalic vision in opium dream 

SHELLEY  +  BYRON

· are radicals of Romantic movement

· reject conventional morality + religion

· supporter of F revolution
· most poems have political message

SHELLEY  Percy
“A Defence of Poetry”





- is statement what poetry is





- poet = essential people in civilisation






    -> are solitary  n o t  part of society





              -> see what others don’t see






    -> combine position of legislator + prophet





- poem = has inside truth

Lord  BYRON

- comes from strict Calvinist Protestant family





- has relationship with own sister -> must leave





- fought with Greeks against Turks





- unconventional, rebellious, radical





- thinks he is damned -> so what





- describes heroes like him in poems





“Don Juan”         “Manfred”





Byronic hero  =
typical Romantic hero








-> dark, guilty, never integrated,








     rejects norms, laughs about








     Bourgoise values








-> becomes famous in Hollywood

KEATS


- dies young on tuberculoses





  Theory: using imagination you can create beautiful






     things





“Ode to Grecian Urn”       “Ode to Nightingales”

D R A M A
- no Romantic dramas
P R O S E
1.
GOTHIC  FICTION

Characteristics:
- concentrates on irrational things

- plays with SUBLIME emotions

- wants violent emotions in reader

- creates typical Gothic atmosphere

Settings:
- old castles, spooky places, dark woods

Themes:
- unexplained, magic events

Plot:

- thrilling things -> suspense, nerve, horror



  (e.g. young girl = caught on graveyard by dark man)

- Gothic fiction survived to GW

  (e.g. Hollywood films: “Jane Eyre”, “Dr. Jackyll + Mr. Hyde”)

- not everyone was impressed with Gothic Fiction

  (e.g. Jane AUSTIN  parodied it in “Northhanger Abbey”)

EXAMPLES

WALPOLE

“The Castle of Oranto”

RADCLIFFE  Ann
“The Mystery of Udolpho”




Setting:
- Italy -> Italians all bad = Catholics





Content:
- innocent girl + dark man

SHELLEY  Mary
“Frankenstein”
2.
HISTORICAL  FICTION


- until today popular genre


Characteristic:
- set in past





- poet tries to recreate how life was





  -> details of life etc. enables reader to understand



       how past was


Characters:

- fictional -> live in believable circumstances





- hist. people in background for authenticity

EXAMPLES

SCOTT  Walter

- creates new fashion of historical prose





  (e.g. Highland  vs.  modern E)



“Waverly novels”





Setting:
- middle 18th century





  

  -> recreate fights with Jacobite rebellion

AUSTIN  Jane

- not in front of Romantic





- ridicules values of sensibility
  -> too emotional = absurd




- conservative -> doesn’t question social hierarchy





  -> aristocrats have certain role





- all novels set in rural area -> S of E





Characters:
- witty heroines -> stand on own legs







  -> self-efficient





Style:

- witty, ironic in tone, funny satire







  -> irony needs rational view  n o t  rom.





“Sense and Sensibility”





“Pride and Prejudice”

