VICTORIAN  period     (1830 – 1900)

- named after Queen Victoria

POLITICS:
- high time of imperialism -> colonies in Africa + Asia




- “Act of Union” makes Ireland part of GB




  -> Irish fight for Home Rule




  -> Irish question in 19th c. not solved




- INDUSTRIAL  REVOLUTION




  -> urbanisation, slums, hard work, epidemics …




Reforms:
- factory laws






- compulsory primary education






- vote to working class males






- seats in Parliament for new urban centres in






  North of E

SCIENCE:

- great progress, new inventions




  -> mobility increases significantly

Charles DARWIN
- introduces new world view (DARWINISM)




  -> questions separation human + animal




  -> natural selection -> fittest survives




  -> individual dies -> species survives




- leads to widespread religious doubt





- followers associate it to human beings = white





  -> “explains” colonialism





  -> racist theory = based on Darwin





- insecurity of new ideas makes people unsecure





  -> reflected in literature
CONFLICTS:

art


vs 
science





science

vs
religion





working class
vs
middle + upper class





middle class

vs
artists (= immoral)

SOCIETY:


- two separate spheres for men + women





- women are considered to be naturally inferior





- divorce only for rich -> by Act of Parliament 

MEN





- idea of the “gentleman”





  -> is decent + high profession (not work with hands!)





  -> must have great behaviour (fair, responsible…)





  -> rich industrialists = NOT gentlemen





WOMEN





- idea of “angel in the house”





- no own status -> takes status of husband





  therefore only inter-class marriages




- married women have no right to children + income





- only basic education





  -> feminists (SUFFRAGETTES) found colleges to





       enable women to study





- no right to vote -> Suffragettes fight for it

EDUCATION:

- gendered + class related

RELIGION:

- widespread doubt -> Darwin’s ideas contradict Bible





- 2 strong sections in Church of England

a) OXFORD MOVEMENT





       = return to ritualism, hierarchy, decoration, music




  b)  EVANGELICALS





       = strict, pious, suspicious of literature

-> therefore often represented neg. in lit.

L I T E R A T U R E 

CHARACTERISTIC:

· writers respond to wishes of readers

· social problems = one of main themes (except in poetry)
· not yet distinction between high + popular literature

-> most = popular

P O E T R Y

· no real split of Romanticism

· only rarely deals with current social problems

TENNYSON Alfred
- early poetry = melodious, rhythmical, almost

  hypnotic -> melancholy e.g.




“Lady of Shallott”





- medieval setting





Content:
- woman experiences life only in mirror







- when she turns to face real world -> dies





“In memoriam”





- written in memory to best friend





- writer is torn between hope of eternal Christian life





  + knowledge of evolutionary theory = 





  nature is cruel + doesn’t care for individual (Darwin!)




      
- end: no decision





Stanza    1-3:
tradit. view of death







-> God promises recreation






     4-5:
explains what friends say








(“no good that we must suffer+die”)






     6 ff:
Darwin’s theory -> single dies,







species survives








(e.g. 50 seeds spread ->1 grows)






        10:
nature will kill whole species






   11-13:
nature kills without pity although








God promised else


BARRET-BROWNING    “Sonnetts from the Portuguese”

Elizabeth


      - love poems from a woman to a man





    “Aurora Leigh”





      - poem about female artist
BROWNING  Robert
- husband of Elizabeth





- writes dramatic monologues = speaker reveals his





  character at critical moment in life





“My last Duchess”





- sophisticated character portrait





Narrator:
- 1st person unreliable







  -> speaker = Duke of Ferrara -> villain





Character:
Ferrara -> ruthless in behaviour








  -> only interested in unscrupulous








       power








  -> proud of family





Content:
- Ferrara shows a man his picture gallery







- picture of 1st wife =covered with curtain






- cut her throat because she was kind to







  everybody + laughed







- now he rules over her (curtain on/off)
Pre-RAPHAELITES
- are also painters -> want style before Raphael





- lush, sensual colourful





- deal with themes from Bible, literature (e.g. Dante +





  Shakespeare) + myth

ROSSETTI  Gabriel
  “The Blessed Damozel”

ROSSETTI  Christina    “Goblin Market”





    - young woman eats forbidden fruit 

P R O S E    

1.   PAMPHLETS:

      RUSKIN
“Angel in the house”

(p. 15)




  - woman needs protection = gendered ideology

      DARWIN
“Survive theory”



  - distinction is natural

2.   NOVELS
· most successful genre -> many best-known novelists in Victorian period

· develop in many directions (e.g. realistic, fantastic, sensational novels)

· publications in INSTALMENTS (= Fortsetzungsteilen)

-> every instalment ends with “cliffhanger”

· rambling (weitschweifig), many characters

     -    repetitions to remind reader what said before

A.
R  E A L I S T I C   novels

     -
poets must convince reader that story is true  = REALITY  EFFECT
a) outward realism:     - describe food, clothes, streets …




        (often irrelevant for plot)




      - describe reality how reader would experience a




         situation
b) psychol. realism:     - describe motivation, thoughts …



        aim: reader must recognise sb./sth.

     -
NARRATOR:  -> typical 3rd person omniscient = outside, panoramic



         (knows, explains, comments)



     -> also 1st person limited but reliable

Types:
a) SOCIAL  NOVEL:
- deals with Industrial Revolution







  -> writer describes misery of working cl.







       (e.g. exploitation, living conditions…)



   Problem:
- most poets = middle class





  -> real insight = missing





- their solution = Christian charity -> share wealth




  -> no important political suggestions because not





      available 



b) APPRENTICE  NOVEL
- describes development life - death

DICKENS  Charles
- appeals to wide reading public of all classes





- comes from lower middle class family





- works for sometime in factory = extremely upset





  -> therefore later understanding for situation

- publishes in instalments (e.g. newspaper chapters)





- many characters -> likes eccentric + exotic ones





  -> outward reminders necessary (e.g. long nose…)





- concentrates on urban areas





- famous for humour





- influenced by theatre -> melodrama




- 1st writes picaresque novels





  -> influenced by 18th century (FIELDING)





__________________________________________

- apprentice novels




  “ David Copperfield”




__________________________________________




- later social novels




  -> social criticism 





  -> tries to create understanding for working class





  -> change of heart  b u t  like others no revolution 





  “Oliver Twist”        “Great Expectations”




  “Hard Times”
-> typ. industrial novel       (p. 18)

THACKERAY  W.M.
- appeals to educated + intellectual readers 





- is rival of Dickens





- makes fun of sentimental fiction





  -> sarcastic style, no feeling




- uses irony + satire to portrait manner of society




  = comedy of manner in prose





“Vanity Fair”





- most important work





Content:
- portraits life of 2 protagonists

a) “Angel in the house” = stupid

b) bad but energetic girl
GASKELL  Elizabeth
- middle class but good knowledge of poor





  -> married with priest who works with poor





- fond of working class culture (e.g. help each other)





- describes misery but also willingness of work. class





“Mary Barton”





  - contains view of social charity





  - her father commits political murder





____________________________________________

“North and South”

  - social novel -> view of social charity 




  Content:
- contrast mill owner + workers







- contrast N (industrialized) + S (rural)

DISRACH  Benjamin
“Sybil  or The two Nations”




- argues upper/middle + working class = 2 nations





  -> know nothing from each other





- task of novel is to point out problems of working cl.





- includes love stories to sell -> not good

BRONTE  sisters

- live in remote village in Yorkshire

Charlotte, Emily, Ann
  -> little contact to fashionable society





- have only books of Romantics -> great influence





  (e.g. Lord Byron -> Byronic hero)





- novels full of Gothic aspects (dark, hidden, wild…)





- write about strong + passionate women





  -> no connection to “Angel in the house”





  -> claim equality

BRONTE  Charlotte
“Jane Eyre”





Genre:
- apprentice novel





Content:
- rebellious girl turns to bigamist







- returns to him after his mad wife dies





Scene:
- gothic -> dark







- mysterious figures move around





Characters:
- not ladylike female protagonist







- brave -> saves Rochester from fire







- claims same rights like richer man








Very unusual!





____________________________________________





“Villette”





  - describe own experience as governess

BRONTE  Emily

“Wuthering Heights”





- very un-Victorian novel = modernist





Narrator:
- untypical! 2 unreliable 1st person narrator

a) city man = stupid

b) servant   = hiding own responsibility

ELIOT  George

- woman chooses male name





  reason:   a) male writers look down on females





      b) lives with married man





- has lost Christian faith because of Bible criticism …





  b u t  believes in Christian ethic (e.g. charity, love …)





- says in all books “every action has consequences”





- questions “shall we act bad for own comfort   o r





  responsible + give up dreams”





- true writing about people in street is important





“Adam  Bede”





- wants to paint truthful picture of protagonist





- compares own writing to Dutch painters





Content:
- young girl = seduced + pregnant







- kills baby of desperation







- is transported to Australia -> dies







- he alive but must live with knowledge





____________________________________________




“Middlemarch”




- long novel about life in a middle town





Characters:
a) enthusiastic woman marries wrong man







    -> stays till death + marries again







b) enth. doctor marries wrong woman







    -> fashionable doctor  b u t  unhappy





____________________________________________ 





“The Mill an the Floss”





Content:
- little Maggie = criticised because is not







  “Angel in the house”







- wants education = suppressed by social







  circumstances







- Eliot sees no chance for woman







  -> tragic ending

B.
F A N T A S T I C  novels:

- Victorian period = beginning of child literature

- writers make fun of ordinariness

CAROLL  Lewis

“Alice in Wonderland”




- turns Victorian world upside down





  -> parody of pomposity





Character:   Alice
- middle class child








- confronted with fantastic world







- end: escapes to normality

C.
S E N S A T I O N A L  novels:
- first detective + crime stories are published

- influence of A.A. Poe + Wilkie Collins (e.g. “The Woman in White”)
BRADDON  Mary
“Lady Audley’s Secret”





- written 1860s -> international bestseller





- is first popular book -> split with high literature !




- focuses on crime in middle class





Content:
- “Angel .. house” = bigamist + murderer







- uses image to hide crime

STEVENSON

“Dr. Jekyll + Mr Hyde”








  both more into Gothic scene

BRAMSTOKER

“Dracula”

HARDY  Thomas
- typ. Victorian novelist -> apprentice novels




- strongly influenced by Darwinism 





  -> lost belief in Christian faith





- nature = shown cruel





- often sarcastic remarks (“Where was guardian angel”)
“Tess of the D’Urbervilles”

Setting:
-Wessex = South of England



  -> not touched by industry



      (e.g. T works on pressing machine)



- landscape reflects mood of characters



  (e.g. Blackmoor = fertile, lush, beautiful




Flincton Ash = hursh, infertile…)
Narrator:
- omniscient intrusive narrator


            -> explains action to reader  b u t  has

                           other values
Characters:
- H sees characters in historical dimension



  -> T = descendent of arist.family = ruin


- H uses triangular relationships



  -> T = woman between 2 men



Alec
 - fittest = NOT  best = selfish, dark


Tess
 - soft -> suffers




 - ruined because of responsibility



Angel
 - narrow minded




 - contributes to T’s ruin

Parallelism:
- end: T runs away with Angels


  -> police finds her in Stonehenge-> arrest



      STONENHENGE = place of sacrifice

  
      T = sacrificed by middle class society
Scandal:
- in subtitle T = called “pure woman”



  -> not clear if raped  or seduced



  -> has child -> cannot be pure

Attacks:
- H attacks marriage rules + double sexual



  attitude -> man can rape, woman who has




         sexuality = damned

NATURALISM

- style developed in F





- concentrates on negative aspects of life





  a) working class people + their misery = based on 





      Darwinism -> you can’t escape your milieu




  b) drink, sex

COLONIALISM

- 19th cent. = great age of imperialism





  -> fact NOT expressed in literature





- turn of century -> 3 writers take up “colonial” theme
KIPLING  Rudyard
“White Man’s Burden”
CONRAD Joseph

“Heart of Darkness”

DRAMA

- minor role in Victorian period

- melodramatic + sentimental

WILDE  Oscar

- reviewed Restoration tradition of comedy of manner





  -> sparkling, witty





- gives satirical picture of contemporary upper class





“The importance of being Earnest”

SHAW  George B.
- influenced by social drama of Ibsen





- prostitution = seen as economic necessity





- uses drama to propagate socialistic ideas





“Mrs Warren’s Profession”




“Candida”

